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OSHA compliance is not optional.  Most common violation is Bloodborne Pathogens Standard.  

CDC revised dental office’s infection control guidelines in 2003 and the sterilization/disinfection guidelines in 2008. 

OSHA proposed penalties for one dental office at $76,500. 

Getting Started: 

Consider outsourcing compliance if your staff cannot appropriate time for this important project. (www.modernpracticesol.com).  Appoint a Safety Coordinator.  

Documents & Posters:

Posters are available free as a download www.osha.gov, www.dol.gov, and www.state.tn.us/labor-wfd/poster.htm. 

Training: 

OSHA requires annual training on the Bloodborne Pathogens Standard.  OSHA interprets that to mean that employees must be provided with re-training every 365 days.  Maintain proof of training 3 years. 

Documentation: 

To comply with documentation requirements, dental offices prepare policies such as the Work Exposure Control Plan, Hazard Assessment, Post Exposure Management Plan, Personal Equipment Policy, Hazard Communication Plan, Fire Prevention Plan, Emergency Evacuation Plan and others.  Certain documents are time-sensitive and are revised annually such as the Safer Device Evaluations.  

Examples of Safety Issues: 

Eyewash station, first aid kit, chemical spill kit, sharps containers, NIOSH-approved safety goggles…

Infection Control: 

Guidelines clarified that not having enough handpieces does not excuse the requirement of heat sterilization. Also, not following manufacturer’s instructions waives the manufacturer’s responsibility (ie., contact time, instructions on using disinfectants and sterilants). 

Infection Control Notes: 

Establish a dirty to clean flow in the central sterilization area.  Only use FDA-approved medical devices (heat sterilizers, ultrasonic units and thermal instrument washers).  Ensure instruments are wrapped if not used immediately.  

Quality Control System: 


Track weekly biological spore tests, medical waste statements, equipment repair, maintenance of eyewash station, water monitoring and other tasks.  

Occupational Health: 

Create Employee Medical Records and retain 30 years past final employment date. 

Hepatitis B Vaccines – offer vaccine within 10 days of employment. Maintain documentation.  

TB skin tests recommend for new hires.  

Establish a point of contact for incidents such as needlesticks and sharps injuries.  Retain all documentation.   

Notes For Your Office: 
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Safety Products

We’ve assembled safety products to make your job easier – geared for the dental profession:
· OSHA Compliance & Safety Management Manual – 2009 Edition:  Get the policies you need for a dental office. We are excited to release the 2009 version of the OSHA Compliance Manual.  This user-friendly manual makes policy development simple.  Includes labels, posters and a policy template CD.  Certain policies are time sensitive and must be revised annually.  Make your project less of a headache.  $299   
· OSHA Manual Previous Customers:  CD Rom $99
· From Policy to Practice:  We recommend and include this publication in our onsite programs.  This serves as your Standard Operating Procedures for Infection Control.  Having procedures in writing avoids the embarrassing “They-told-me-to-do-it-this-way” response to inspectors.  $69 
· Quality Control Manual & Task Logs:  We designed this manual to help Safety Coordinators manage their quality control program.  The tabbed sections that include introductions to task assignments will help keep your office on track with important documentation such as weekly biological spore tests, water monitoring, etc. $89 
· HIPAA Compliance & Data Management Manual:   Our manual includes policy templates for the Privacy Rule, the Security Standard and the recent updates from the Federal Trade Commission effective November 1, 2008. Includes two CD’s:  1)  policy templates, and 2) PowerPoint® training. $299
· New: Hazard Communication Poster & Chemical ID Labels:  We recently designed a HazCom safety poster geared for a dental office.  The legend uses the color-coding system common in other workplaces, but we added personal protective equipment commonly used in a dental office so your employees know how to select the proper safety gear. We also include corresponding color-coding labels.  To protect against moisture, these labels have a laminate overlay.  $25
· New:  Stylish, but OSHA Compliant Lab Jackets – We’ve listened to you and understand that clinical team members want a more stylish jacket comparable to a “spa” jacket that features a more fitted waist line without sacrificing OSHA compliance.  $78.  
· New:  Sideshields for RX glasses – $45 package of 10
· Onsite Training & Policy Development:  Let our years of experience providing OSHA compliance save you time and money.  Our trainers will come to your office and provide a facility inspection, training with CEUs, correction action reports and all the compliance materials.  Contact us for details. 
Please visit www.modernpracticesol.com or contact us at (931) 232-7738.

Shipping and handling additional.  TN:  Add 9.75% sales tax.

Fax your order:  (931) 919-1314:   Please Print Clearly

Name: ___________________________Dental Office: ______________________

Credit Card #__________________________________________Exp:__________

Shipping Address: ___________________________________________________

City_________________________State______________Zip__________________

Telephone:__________________________________________________________







Olivia Wann, RDA, BS

Compliance Solutions for Your Peace of Mind since 2000

